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Dear Parents 

 

Having written to say that I did not want to bombard you with COVID-19 updates, the situation has 

obviously evolved further over the past week, as the virus has gained momentum around the world. 

  

Whilst the School is still following the protocols and Government advice that was outlined in my last 

letter, I am conscious that many families, especially those overseas, are keen to make plans for the 

coming weeks and would like to know how we will respond if the situation worsens.   

 

Like all other businesses and institutions, the School’s ability to give definitive advice is hampered by 

the uncertainty surrounding the potential spread and impact of the virus, both in the UK and around the 

world. Nevertheless, our Critical Incident Team continues to meet regularly, and have developed 

detailed contingency plans for a variety of possible scenarios. These fall into two categories: 

overarching guidelines that will govern our responses however the situation evolves, and specific 

strategies to follow in a variety of possible future scenarios.  

 

Please forgive the length of this letter as I share these with you; my hope in doing so is that all members 

of the School family will be able to take confidence that we are well-prepared and will also be able to 

make their own plans accordingly. I might also add that, despite unhelpful rumours to the contrary, the 

School has not and does not have any cases of the virus in our community. 

 

 

Guidelines 

 

 The School’s Executive and Senior Management Teams will meet regularly to determine 

changes to the level of risk and assess all new information 

 Consideration of risk will include medical, educational, social, emotional, fiscal and reputational 

threats to pupils and the School 

 We will only act on credible, verifiable information and evidence 

 The safety and well-being of our pupils and staff will be our paramount consideration in all 

decisions and mitigation strategies  

 The School will follow (and not pre-empt) the directives of the UK Government and all official 

agencies 

 All changes to normal operation will first be considered in light of the impact on families before 

being implemented 

 We will balance the need to provide clear and reassuring leadership with the importance of not 

acting in haste or making promises that we cannot keep 

 A deliberate air of calm and confidence will be fostered in all sectors of the School. 
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Strategies 

 

Reducing Contact to Minimise Potential Spread of the Virus 

 

Are visitors still allowed in the School? 

Since news of the virus first broke, we have been restricting visits to the School for anyone coming from 

a Category 1 region.  This remains our protocol at present. However, if the UK Government moves from 

a Containment to a Delay Strategy, prohibitions on non-urgent visits may increase.  Our general advice 

is not to visit the School if it isn’t necessary or if the matter can be deferred or dealt with remotely.  

Fortunately, our digital infrastructure and internet bandwidth means that we are well-equipped to 

engage via video calls and online communication. 

 

Should I come to Parent Interview evenings? 

As above. Given the uncertainty about whether Schools will be forced to close, overseas parents are 

unlikely to want to travel to the UK just for Parent Interviews. Again, we are very happy to arrange video 

or email conferences instead. Local parents are still welcome to attend, although email correspondence 

with teachers and tutors is also an option.  

 

Will the School still play sporting fixtures? 

As above.  Part of the UK Government’s Delay Strategy may be the cancellation of mass events such as 

sports matches.  Whether school sport would fit into this category is unclear at this time, but we are 

prepared for either eventuality.  At present, our scheduled fixtures continue, with the added precaution 

that we are in touch with opposition teams beforehand to ensure that they have had no medical 

concerns amongst any of their players or supporters. 

 

What about the School trips that are planned for the coming months? 

There are several School trips currently planned for the Easter Break.  Some have already been 

cancelled by external providers eg airlines and tour companies. We expect that the same will happen for 

the others if the situation worsens. However, in order to avoid financial penalty for our families, it is 

preferable for the companies to cancel, rather than us. That said, if our own assessment of risk leads us 

to believe that there is undue risk, we will cancel first.  Parents whose children are currently scheduled 

to go on a School trip will be notified immediately that any such decision is taken by either party.   

 

What happens if my child travels to another country? 

It is likely that the UK Government will soon start at advise against non-essential overseas travel.  As we 

are in normal term time, we do not expect pupils to be absent from School anyway. However, the Easter 

Break beckons, and many families will still be planning overseas holidays.  If the situation has not 

changed by the time we return for the Summer Term, we will again be requiring all families to disclose 

any overseas travel and will be requiring a 14 day self-isolation period for anyone who has visited a 

Category 1 region, or for anyone who went to a Category 2 region and also develops key symptoms.  

 

Will the Easter Revision Course still be offered? 

Unless the Government closes all schools, Bromsgrove’s Easter Revision Courses will still run.  The 

gathering of pupils and staff is in the same ratio as our general timetable and does not present any 

greater risk than a normal School day. 

 

 

Closure 

 

Will the School close? 

We would only close the School if directed to do so by the authorities. At present, that is not the 

preferred option of the UK Government.  If they were to close all UK schools, it is unclear what they 

would expect boarders to do. In the absence of any other advice, our plan is to continue to 

accommodate our boarders and extensive work is underway to facilitate this possibility. 
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What happens to my child’s education if the School closes for a while? 

The School is preparing an online education programme to allow us to continue to teach all pupils using 

a digital platform.  This includes virtual classroom videoconferencing, regular email interaction with 

teachers and the provision of self-directed study modules. There is no cost to the users of the software 

we are trialling, it is easy to install and operates on a wide range of digital devices. Our school in 

Shenzhen has been using this platform very successfully since schools in China closed over a month 

ago.  

 

What about the upcoming public examinations? 

If the GCSE, BTEC, IB or A Level examination rounds are in any way altered or delayed, all schools 

throughout the country will be in the same position.  We are aware that Examination Boards and 

Universities are already in discussion regarding possible alternatives should the normal schedule be 

impacted, and we will advise our own candidates as soon as we are informed of any changes.  However, 

we remain confident that no pupil will ultimately be disadvantaged. By way of example, the IB 

Organisation has already granted extension deadlines for coursework to candidates in affected regions 

whose schools have been closed by their government. We are confident that the same considerations 

will be given to our pupils if their education is interrupted by the virus. 

 

Bromsgrove already offers extensive extra tuition, academic clinics and study support in the run-up to 

public examinations and we would redouble those efforts if there was a short closure prior to the 

normal examination round. 

 

 

Caring for Sick Pupils 

 

What will the School do if a day pupil falls ill at School? 

All staff, especially Houseparents and the Health Centre team, are on alert for pupils who may display 

the key symptoms of COVID-19.  Any day pupil in that category will be moved to a safe, isolated room 

and supported by Health Centre staff until their parents can collect them and take them home.  If they 

are confirmed as having the virus, they will obviously be required to stay away from School until they are 

confirmed clear of it. 

 

What will the School do if a boarder contracts the virus? 

Any boarder who develops any of the key symptoms of COVID-19 will be attended by Health Centre staff 

straight away.  We have made facility for them to be isolated safely and with ongoing attendant support.  

If they test positive for the virus, they will be cared for in a designated onsite facility which will be fully 

equipped to care for them until they recover fully.  

 

 

Arrangements for Boarders 

 

What will happen to boarders who are unable to go home at Easter? 

As we did so successfully over the February Half-Term Break, the School will be keeping a boarding 

house open over Easter to accommodate those pupils who are unable to return home.  However, as this 

will be a longer break and many pupils did not return in February, it is understandable that many 

families may wish to reunite rather than take up this option.  We also know that some overseas parents 

intend to join their children in the UK over the break and others will stay with their guardians. Those who 

do elect to stay will be required to be there for the full three weeks; we will not be able to accommodate 

short stays in different weeks. 

 

What if a boarder wants to go home while the School remains open? 

We would not keep the School open if we felt there is any risk to any pupil and our strong 

encouragement to all parents is to not to withdraw your children during term time. However, we also 

respect the understandable desire of parents, especially those overseas, to want to have their children 

close in these uncertain times. If a pupil does leave prematurely, it would be against the School’s 

advice.  As teachers remain fully occupied delivering lessons onsite, they will be unable to supply extra 

work or support for any pupils who elect to return home. As noted above, should the School officially 

close, their energies will then be redirected to providing lessons online for all pupils. 
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We also have concerns that pupils returning home to some Category 1 countries may be required to 

enter quarantine facilities for up to two weeks.  It is possible that the same requirement may exist when 

they ultimately return to the UK.  There is also a possibility that the UK may temporarily close its 

borders. Therefore, we advise that boarding families exercise caution in withdrawing children before the 

authorities require it. 

 

 

Communications 

 

How will the School communicate updates or changes in plans to families? 

Formal letters such as this will be sent to all in the School family whenever there is a substantive 

change in circumstances. A more regular update of daily conditions can be found at the very top of the 

front screen of the School website.  Individual families will be contacted directly by email with regard to 

issues specific to their children eg the status of trips.  

 

Parents will understand that there is a significant increase in pressure on many staff as we work on 

mitigation strategies such as the online learning platform, alternative boarding arrangements and extra 

medical provision.  However, we remain committed to answering your queries as promptly as possible 

and still encourage you to make contact if you have a concern.  We may not get back to you as quickly 

as usual, but we will always respond. 

  

What else is the School doing to protect children? 

In an age-appropriate way, all four of Bromsgrove’s Schools have stepped up their education 

programme promoting good personal hygiene. Pupils are also being reminded about responsible social 

behaviour and are being encouraged not to be fearful or critical of others.   

 

Although we teach our pupils the social etiquette of a handshake upon meeting, we are refraining from 

all such contact for a while in the hope of slowing the spread of the virus. The same applies to those 

who, when appropriate, might hug or kiss in greeting.  All pupils, staff, parents and visitors are 

encouraged to forego these practices for a while. 

 

Finally, can I thank all in the School family, whether at Pre-Preparatory, Preparatory, Winterfold or Senior 

School, both in the UK and abroad, for your ongoing support and acceptance of our responses to this 

testing situation. Ours is a caring and united community and, unsurprisingly, we are being found 

strongest in a time of challenge.     

 

Yours sincerely 

 

 
 

PETER CLAGUE 

Headmaster 
 

 

  

 


